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expansion and creation which might have been
hers was not to be fully realised, but perfections
of character she might never have attained de-
veloped themselves as her nature was mellowed
and moulded by time and by suffering.

Shelley's rupture with his first wife marks the
end of his boyhood. Up to that time, thanks to
his poetic temperament, his were the strong and
simple, but passing impulses and feelings of a
child. " A being of large discourse " he assuredly
was, but not as yet " looking before and after/'
Now he was to acquire the doubtful blessing of
that faculty. Like Undine when she became
endued with a soul, he gained an immeasurable
good, while he lost a something that never returned.

Early in the morning of 28th July 1814 Mary
Godwin secretly left her father's house, accom-
panied by Jane Clairmont, and they started with
Shelley in a post-chaise for Dover.